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in the way that every head of a family could act as a priest in
primitive days of simplicity in worship. Our verse passage
will suffice to show that Dr Dhalla's * aureole' is no fancy, and
that it is one for which the Gathas give us no warrant of
expectation.

One interesting addition is made in the Vendidad to the
spiritual history of Zarathushtra; and if stripped of its fantastic
diction it could be regarded as psychologically true. In the
igth Fargard of the Vendidad we read how Ahriman set the
fiend Buiti * to kill the Prophet He recited the Ahuna Vairya,
sacrificed to the River Daitya, and said his Creed. Buiti
retired baffled, and the Prophet, realizing that the demons
were bent on killing him, went forward ' unsubdued by the
hardness of the malignant riddles of 111 Thought'. Unhap-
pily, we hear no more of these, which might have been
interesting. Swinging stones as big as a hut, he went to seek
Angra Mainyu. He tells <him he means to smite the creation
of the demons. The Evil Spirit pleads with him:

Destroy not my creation, O Righteous Zarathushtra. Thou art
Pourushaspa's son,by thy mother was I invoked.2 Renounce the good
Mazdayasman Law ; thou shalt win a boon such as the ruler Vad-
haghan won. (Vd.i<f.)

Zarathushtra refuses, though it should mean losing his very
life. Angra Mainyu demands by what word or weapon he
will destroy the evil creation. And the answer, the climax of
a dialogue which hitherto has had something stirring in it, is
that the mortar and the cups in which the Haoma is brewed
are his weapons, and the Ashem Vohu. So !

This story of the temptation of Zarathushtra has been
a happy hunting-ground for those subtle people who have
discovered that Gautama was said to have been tempted by
a fiend, and Jesus likewise. Temptation being such an unusual
experience, it obviously follows that these three stories must

1  Sanskrit bhuta, * ghost'.   Dannesteter compares Buddha!

2  If he revealed the true religion for the first time, his parents must
have followed a false one !